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RIVERTON EARLY MIDDLE SCHOOL

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

School Attendance

[image: image3.wmf]All students are expected to attend school regularly.  If your child is going to be absent, please contact the school before 9:00 in the morning or before 1:45 in the afternoon, or send a note to the school in advance.  If your child will be leaving the school at an earlier time for any reason, please send a note to the classroom teacher.  For bus students, parents must also inform the bus driver that their child will not be on the bus.  If a child is required to leave the school, a written note is required from parents.  Once a parent has given permission for their child to leave the school premises, the school division and its agents will not be held liable for problems or accidents that may occur.

For student safety, REMS has a call back program.  This is to ensure that the students who have left their home to attend school have arrived safely.  At 9:00 and 1:45 teachers electronically submit their attendance to the office. If there are any absentees, the parents and/or guardians of these children are contacted to verify the reason for their absence if the school has not been notified ahead of time.  

Late Arrivals

Students who are late arriving to school should report to the office and then go to their classroom.  Please ensure that your child arrives to school on time, as late arrivals cause class interruptions and unnecessary work for teachers and office staff.  

School Visitors

[image: image4.wmf] School visitors should report to the office and sign in upon entering the school.  The division has a SAFE SCHOOLS policy that includes visitors signing in and signing out.  This includes parent volunteers, special guests, and divisional personnel, etc. Parents/guardians wishing to drop off lunches or other material for their child should check in at the office first, and not proceed down the hall to classrooms, as this will cause interruptions. 
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Emergency Contact

The school may be closed and children sent home due to such emergencies as an electrical failure.  In preparing for this, the school requests that all parents of bus students leave the name and phone number of a contact person who lives in town in case of this emergency.  Please keep this information up to date, particularly when parents are away from town.  Your child should know the identity of that contact person. 
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Nutrition Breaks
[image: image7.wmf]Students are given two nutrition breaks: 10:40 to 10:55 (15 minutes) and 12:55 to 1:15 (20 minutes). Nutrition breaks take place in the classrooms. Students are required to eat in their classrooms during these times. All bus students are permitted to stay at school for the nutrition breaks.  Town students must stay for the first nutrition break, but they can go home for the second nutrition break.  It is the school’s desire that students living within walking distance from school should go home for the nutrition break at 12:55.  Town students who display misbehaviour may lose the privilege of eating at school during the second nutrition break.  There will be Grade 6 +/or Grade 7 students assigned to be lunch supervisors in Kindergarten to Grade 3-4 classrooms during the second nutrition break. There are adults who supervise during both nutrition breaks.  At 1:15 all students are asked to go outside, weather permitting. 
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We ask that parents send food that is in leakproof and unbreakable containers, along with the necessary utensils.  Microwaves are available in the Grade 1 to Grade 7 classrooms – to be only used during the second nutrition break.  If parents are sending food that needs to be microwaved, it needs to be heated up quickly and with very little preparation.  

Milk & Hotdogs

[image: image9.wmf][image: image10.wmf]REMS has a daily milk program. Milk forms are sent home before the end of each month and payment for the entire month’s milk should be sent to school promptly. Your child may want to purchase milk but not on a regular basis. In these circumstances, milk would be 75 cents. Hotdogs are available on a bi-weekly basis, occurring on Fridays.  Students should bring $1.25 for each hot dog ordered.  

Outdoor Activity Breaks
[image: image11.wmf]The Balanced School Day includes two outdoor activity breaks. The first break starts at 10:55. The first ten minutes of this break is structured, whereby all students walk the perimeter of the school property. At 11:05, students have free play outdoors until 11:15. The outdoor activity break in the afternoon is from 1:15 to 1:50.  All students are expected to go outside for outdoor activity breaks. Permission notes to remain indoors because of illness will not be accepted. If your child is healthy enough to be at school, then he/she will be expected to go outdoors for breaks. Allowing students to stay indoors during recess breaks poses a safety concern, as there is no supervision provided in the classrooms during this time. Parents/guardians should ensure that their child is dressed appropriately for the weather. Please send your child to school with all of the necessary warm clothing at all times. Students will be kept indoors if a temperature of –28 degrees Celsius with wind chill is reached. In these circumstances, supervision is available in the classrooms and throughout the school. 
Student Illness

[image: image12.wmf]REMS staff will treat all minor injuries such as scrapes, bruises, cuts or bumps.  However, in the event of a more serious injury, all attempts will be made to notify a parent at home or at work.  If the parent cannot be reached, then the emergency contact person as listed on the registration form will be called.  The emergency contact must be available to pick up the student if necessary.  If your child does require emergency medical attention, you will be contacted as soon as possible.  If you cannot be contacted, your child will be transported to the nearest hospital and he/she will be attended by the physician on call.  An ambulance will be called if deemed necessary.  The school will have a representative at the hospital until the parent or emergency contact person arrives.  

Medication
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The school is not permitted to administer any type of medication without signed authorization from the parent.  This form is available at the school office.  Medication will not be given without signed permission.  The medication must also be in a pre-measured pill form in the original labeled container.  Liquid medications will not be administered at the school.  Students who require an 

Epi-pen will be required to have it with them and on them at all times.  Adults in charge of their care must be informed as to the location of the Epi-pen.  Students with critical health needs, like severe allergies or diabetes, are to have an annually updated health care plan.  

Lice

If a student is found to have lice, the heads of all students in that classroom will be checked.  Students who are identified with the lice or nits will have their parents notified.  A copy of the public health recommendations will be sent home with the student.  The child may return to school the next day, provided the public health recommendations have been followed.  

[image: image14.wmf]School Closure

The Evergreen School Division may, under certain conditions, cancel classes because of the weather.  If a storm occurs overnight and the cancellation of bus routes and school is necessary, the closure will be posted on the Evergreen School Division website www.esd.mb.ca. Radio stations will be notified by 6:30AM.  The stations to listen to are as follows:  CJOB 680AM, CBC 990 AM, CKY 58 AM, CITI 92 FM, Magic 99.9 FM, , CBC French, CFIX 1290 AM, Q94 FM, Power 97, CFIX 1290, CFRQX 104.1 FM, CFRY 920 AM.  Parents/guardians will also receive an automated phone announcement from the school division if there is a school closure. If a storm develops during the day, classes will continue as usual, however, buses may have to be cancelled.  If this is the case, then radio stations will be contacted and rural students will be billeted in town and an automated phone announcement will be made to inform parents/guardians.  It is important that all bus students have a designated storm billet listed on the student registration form.  In most cases, however, buses will not be cancelled if the storm occurs late in the afternoon.

[image: image15.wmf]Assemblies

School-wide assemblies are held in the gymnasium on a monthly basis. Families and community members are all invited to attend.  At our monthly assemblies, students are recognized for academic and behavioral improvements and achievements. Celebrations, class performances, special announcements and acknowledgements take place at assemblies. We also have a Healthy School in Motion segment at each assembly to promote active and healthy lifestyles. 
Early Dismissals

Early dismissals take place one Monday per month. On early dismissal days, all students will be dismissed by 2:00. Early dismissals give teachers the opportunity to collaborate about school plans, student outcomes, to design specific teaching strategies, and to discuss school goals. Please refer to the ESD calendar to note when early dismissal dates occur throughout the school year. 
Your Character Counts
[image: image16.wmf]The Character Counts program has become part of the school culture. The six character pillars are emphasized to enhance students’ social development and to improve student behaviour. The six character pillars are Trustworthiness, Respect, Responsibility, Fairness, Caring and Citizenship (TRRFCC). If we want to have a TERRIFIC school, we need to display the six character pillars and exhibit school pride. 
Volunteers

REMS staff welcome volunteers to assist teachers and students in a variety of ways. If you are interested in becoming a parent volunteer in our school, child abuse forms are available in the office and must be completed. The submission of the child abuse form is a requirement for all volunteers who wish to help out in the school or supervise on field trips. Handbooks for REMS volunteers are available at the school. 
Parent Advisory Council

[image: image17.wmf]REMS has a Parent Advisory Council. The PAC serves in an advisory capacity to school administration. They provide input on school policies, programs, initiatives, and the school plan. Additionally, the PAC undertakes fundraising, and provides information to parents. The PAC operates according to their constitution and under the direction of a Board of Directors, which is elected annually. The PAC believes that children, parents and schools benefit when parents are active partners in the educational process and that it is reasonable to look for ways for parents, guardians and the community to strengthen their role in their children’s education. PAC members hold meetings once a month at the school. 
[image: image18.wmf]Field Trip Permission Forms

All field trips, whether local or out of town, must have a signed permission form returned to the school before the date of the field trip.  Permission forms will be sent home prior to the field trip or excursion.  Students without signed permission forms will not be allowed to go on the field trip.  Telephone permissions are not acceptable.

Music 

[image: image19.wmf]Music classes are offered to all Kindergarten to Grade 7 students. Music occurs every Day 2, 4, and 6. There is also a Grade 2-4 choir and a Grade 5-7 choir which takes place once per school cycle. Choir is optional but it is encouraged. Grade 7 students have the opportunity to be in concert band. Band classes are held two times a week at Riverton Collegiate. 

Physical Education
[image: image20.wmf]Students participate in physical education classes either daily or every second day. Classes range between thirty minutes (daily P.E.) to fifty minutes (every second day). Intramurals are offered to both Early Years and Middle Years students. A variety of organized games/sports take place in the gym throughout the school year. 
Class Skating

[image: image21.wmf]REMS has a skating program from January to March. This active opportunity 
[image: image22.wmf]for students takes place on Friday afternoons. If there is an event previously booked at the rink on a Friday afternoon, class skating will not take place. Helmets are mandatory for school class skating.  Each student must wear a CSA approved hockey helmet while on the ice.  Each class must have 75% participation in order to go to the rink. The school has only a few pairs of extra skates for any students who need to borrow them. 
  

ESD Vision
Learning Today To Improve Tomorrow
ESD Mission
Evergreen School Division will engage students in learning
to become contributing citizens of a democratic society.
REMS Vision
Students, staff and community dedicated to the pursuit of achievement and success
REMS Mission
Riverton Early Middle School, in partnership with its community, will develop 
lifelong learners and positive citizens in a safe and caring environment.
